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Short Description: The inspiring rebirth of a biologically critical river in Arizona is recounted 
in A River Reborn: The Restoration of Fossil Creek. The one-hour documentary examines the 
ecological effects of a dam and hydroelectric facility on the waterway and chronicles the 15-year 
effort that led to decommissioning. 
 
A River Reborn is a powerful case study in environmental restoration. It is emblematic of a broad 
reassessment of rivers and dams globally, as well as the growing effort to balance fulfillment of 
human needs with protection of the natural systems that support human life. This includes the 
safeguarding of precious water resources and the protection of threatened and endangered 
species. As a focal point for this reassessment, Fossil Creek reveals both challenges and 
opportunities associated with riparian restoration.  
 
Suggested Scheduling: Environment, Earth Day 
Flags:     None   
Broadcast History:  Premiere 
Tag: On-screen text at base of rolling credits: for more information: 

www.RiverReborn.org  
Voice-over near beginning of credit roll: “ For a copy of this 
program please visit River Reborn dot org.”  

 
Rights: UNLIMITED rights for 2 years (UNL/2YRS) beginning 3/11/07, 

SCH/1YR; and non-commercial cable rights. Royalty free to 
NETA members and subscribers 

Producer: Joint project of Northern Arizona University, the Museum of 
Northern Arizona, and Paul Bockhorst Productions.  

 
Date Produced:  copyright 2007  
Funding:   National Science Foundation, 
    Bureau of Reclamation of the USDI, and 
    Heritage Program of the Arizona Game and Fish Department. 
    Additional funding from the Nina Mason Pulliam Charitable Trust, 

The Merriam-Powell Center for Environmental Research at NAU, 
and 

    The Environmental Restoration Institute at NAU 
Underwriting:   Local underwriting is permissible  
Presenter:   KAET 
Web Site:   www.RiverReborn.org
 
Viewer Contact:  Stefan Sommer, Executive Producer,  

http://www.riverreborn.org/
http://www.riverreborn.org/


    Merriam-Powell Center for Environmental Research,  
    928/523-4463 
    Stefan.sommer@nau.edu
 
Long Description: 
The moving story of the rebirth of a biologically critical river in the Southwest is recounted in A 
River Reborn: The Restoration of Fossil Creek. The one-hour documentary describes the natural 
and human history of Fossil Creek, examines the ecological effects of a dam and hydroelectric 
facilities there, and chronicles the 15-year process that led to decommissioning. Produced by 
Emmy Award-winning producer Paul Bockhorst. Narrated by Ted Danson. 
 
Situated in the high desert of Arizona, Fossil Creek has nurtured a rich diversity of life for 
millennia. In 1908, however, the water was diverted to generate electricity. Now, in a historic 
turnaround, the hydroelectric facilities are being decommissioned and the river returned to its 
natural state.  
 
A River Reborn presents a powerful case study in environmental restoration. It highlights a broad 
reassessment of rivers and dams globally, as well as the growing effort to balance fulfillment of 
human needs with protection of the natural systems that support human life. This includes the 
safeguarding of precious water resources and the protection of threatened and endangered 
species. As a focal point for this reassessment, Fossil Creek reveals both challenges and 
opportunities associated with riparian restoration. 
 
A remarkable feature of the story is that the decision to decommission was reached without 
litigation. Environmental organizations, state and federal agencies, and Arizona Public Service 
reached a comprehensive agreement through constructive engagement. The result is a notable 
“win-win” settlement. Thus Fossil Creek provides a rare and encouraging example of the 
cooperative resolution of environmental disputes.  
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